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E nrollment looked    

different this year but 

West Wichita GEAR UP 

Site Coordinators were 

still there to greet 

students and parents. 

Although the school 

year will be remote, 

GEAR UP staff is 

committed to make 

sure the Sophomore 

Class of 2023 succeeds! 

GEAR UP 2023 provided math tutoring information with 

Mathnasium, concurrent college opportunities, and swag for 

GEAR UP families. 
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Attendance Challenge  

Monday, September 21  

 Official attendance day is very important. 
Both West High School and GEAR UP 
provided incentives for students to show up 
on time and ready to learn on Sep. 21. 
GEAR UP Grand Prizes included: Apple 
Airpods,  iPad, and Kindle Fire. Seven other 
lucky 10th grade students won wireless 
headphones.   

 Airpod Winner: Keashia Davis 

 iPad Winner: Hailey Bradley  

 Kindle Fire Winner: Rashad West  



 

Message from students who are in 

Mathnasium share the benefits of 

attending and  how they feel about 

math tutoring.  
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"We really love going for Mathnasium classes, we always look forward 
because it helps us forget any challenge we have been thinking about: 
either the loads of assignment waiting at home or the stress you have 
to go through babysitting your siblings when you are back from the 
lesson. The teachers are funny, lively and they breakdown their 

explanations to a way you can understand. They show you shortcuts to 
a long process of math solving, they tell you little tricks you can use to 

solve a particular math problem. It might be only math they are 
teaching, but their humor is healing to our mental health. It is so much 

fun and you should try it too" 
 

-Tryphena & Tryphosa Kayode  

Math Tutoring Opportunities  

Sophomore students in need of math 

tutoring can schedule virtual and in 

person tutoring with GEAR UP. GEAR UP 

has partnered with Mathnasium to 

provide face to face—one on one 

tutoring  twice a week for the fall 

semester.  Students can also sign up for 

virtual tutoring for math or any other 

subject with GEAR UP Tutors. GEAR UP 

Tutors will also help the entire GEAR UP 

family of younger siblings if they need 

tutoring assistance too.   If any GEAR 

UP Family needs any type of tutoring 

assistance please contact GEAR UP 

Site Coordinator to sign up. 

GEAR UP STUDENT SUPPORT 



OTHER SUPPORT FOR GEAR UP STUDENTS  
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Have questions about homework? The Homework Hotline is here to 

help! The Wichita Public Schools is offering support for students at 

all grade levels. Students who have questions about their 

assignments, as well as parents who need support while helping 

their child at home, can call or email the Homework Hotline. 

There are certified teachers who can answer questions on any 

assignment from kindergarten through high school.   

•Call for help: 973-4411 or email your questions 

to homework@usd259.net.  

mailto:homework@usd259.net


WEST VIPs: Very Important Parents 

GEAR UP hosted a Parent “U”niversity 

about student support services for GEAR UP 

Families with students with disabilities. The 

guest speakers were school representatives  

to discuss IEPS (meetings, support staff), 504 

Plans, graduation requirements for students 

with IEPs. GU Staff visited with Parents and 

Families about upcoming GU events and 

utilizing Parent Vue for grade monitoring 

and student advocacy tips for high school 

. 

GEAR UP Parents are GEAR UP Role Models! 

 

Save the Date: Wednesday, Oct. 28 @ 6pm 

Parent U: ESOL Support Services  

GEAR UP SEPTEMBER PARENT SESSION 
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BAASE-WSU LEARNING LOUNGE  

GEAR UP GIVING A HELPING HAND DURING  

VIRTUAL PARENT –TEACHER CONFRENCES  

If your son is a 10th grade member of the Wichita Public School's BAASE program, this is a great 

opportunity that Wichita State is making available.  Students can engage in their remote learning on 

campus, Monday-Thursday, starting October 5th.  Lunch will be provided by the university and students 

can choose to stay on campus after school to enjoy the Heskett Center, the WSU Library, and the 

Rhatigan Center entertainment (shocker lanes, pool tables, arcade).  The goal is to give our BAASE 

students a college experience  along with some of their fellow BAASE students.  Social distancing and 

facemasks will be required  There are a limited number of spots.  

GEAR UP provided meals for West High School staff during parent teacher conferences . 

Teachers and staff had a 40 minute dinner break before meeting with parents virtually online or 

over the phone. GEAR UP students and tutors also served as Spanish translators for teachers in 

need for ELL families.  



820 S. Osage  

Wichita, KS 67213 
 

EMAIL:  

tom.wilcox@wichita.edu  

joy.barnes@wichita.edu  
 

"Preparing Students For College" 

STAY CONNECTED  

West Wichita GEAR UP is partially funded 

(50%) by the US Department of Education. 

GEAR UP GOALS  

 

1. Increase students’ academic performance and 

preparation for postsecondary education. 
 

2.Increase high school graduation and 

postsecondary participation rates. 
 

3.Increase students’ and their families’ knowledge 

of postsecondary options, preparation, and 

finances. 

West Wichita GEAR UP Grant  


